The role of quantitative neurological examination in clinical neurotoxicology.
The use of the clinical neurological examination to document abnormal signs in suspected neurotoxic disorders is described, recognizing that identifying an abnormal examination does not establish the cause of the problem. Several forms of quantitative tests of neurological function are discussed, and their application to the evaluation of neurotoxic disorders is reviewed. Although results of such testing are rarely specific for toxic exposure, these measures have important application in sequential evaluations to document small changes in neurologic function over time.